
Kvory Scclion of State Visited.
Kind Varying Conditions Hcln*

live to llouds.

MAItliKltH rOH HIGHWAYS

One Hundred TralJlc Ollicirrs on |
Duty mid Tfnf1le Regulations for
Protection of Itoads and l'uhllcj
Arc in Kffect,

Addressing the Vjrglnla Quod Roads
AMurlntlon In convention at Roan¬
oke Inst Januury. Wade II. MasHie.
chairma ii of the State Highway Com-
mission, spoke on the work thnt com¬
mission lind accomplished. lie said
in part:
Tho subject assigned to me Is no

longer a new one. In discussitiK this ]subject at our last annual meeting. I
tried to explain to you the duth-s
Imposed upon the Highway Commis¬
sion and the law governing our work.
Now I suppose you are more Interest- ]
ed in knowing Just what we have
done, what we have accomplished.
Immediately after we organized the
commission, the State Highway Com¬
missioner presented us with his al¬
location of the funds available for
the years 1320 and 1921. As the law
provides, we railed a public hearing
to discuss this Important question,
this hearing was held in the Senate
Chamber of the Capitol, was largely
attended, and discussed by Interested
citizens from every section of the
St,ate. And whllo We Jiave more
money to spend for road construction
than ever ln-fore In the history of!
the Slate, we were not able to con-
nect up as many of the gaps and pro¬vide through roads across the State
both north, south, east and went as
we would 11 Vc.. to have done.
We hope for better things at our

next allocation. \^hli:h Will bo made
Immediately after the next Ueplsla-
ture puts Into effect tin; voice of the
people In the November election,
namely the bond Issue.

\ l»lt All SertliMiN of Slate.
The State Highway Commission Is

composed of live members, one from
each of the live grand divisions of
the State. When we were appointed
we were familiar with the ronds and
conditions in our own immediate sec-jlion, hut none of us were familiar
with the varying conditions of the jwhole svKtetn. We find every variety!of soil, from tin- sands of the Kastern
Shore, the red clay hills of Middle
Virginia to the mountains and lime-jstone of tiie Valley and the South-
went. We also find every variety of
road, from soil and sand clay to
gravel, macadam and concrete. In]order to familiarize and inform our-
Delves with the varying conditions,
and in order to give the citizens of
the Stale an opportunity to present
their claims and troubles to us in
their own towns and eommiintltes, we
have visited many sections of the I
State. One of the first trips .of any
length was over No. !», from Rich-
mond 'through Charlottesville to
Staunton. thence over No. 3 to
l.exington and Roanoke where we
were met by a delegation, many of
whose faces. I see, are familiar in
this audience. Thence over No. Ill to
I'ulaski where a large gathering
greeted ns and where a delegation
from lllltsville was waiting to lake
us to Ilillsville and Qalax. l.arge
nnd enthusiastic meetings were held
at both of these towns. Thence
to Wythevllle for a road meeting,
where we met the people of Wythe
anil a large delegation from Bland
County; on over No. 10 through
Marion and Abingdon to*^-Bristol,
where we were met by Henry "flood
Itoads" Roberts and a number of
good roads boosters, thence to f.ate
t'ity, Jonexvllle and to Cumberland
Cap. back by way of Rig Stone Gap,
through Russell and Tazewell Conn-
ties to Graham, Glcnlyn, Pearlsburg
and Hla<-kl>urg. At all of these places
large ami enthusiastic road meetings
were held, anil hack to Richmond
hy way nf Roanoke and I.<ynchburg.
We also took trips to the KaRtern
Shore and to Southslde Virginia, he-
Hides numerous short trips to various
sections of the State.

Maintenance Important.
' On these trips wo were impressed
with the importance of maintaining
the roads already built, and to this
end we have adopted and put Into ef¬
fect traftlc regulations to protect the
roads, and for the safety of the trav¬
eling public. These regulations have
met with some adverse criticism from
the owners of large trucks and from
lumber men, but have done a lot to
protect the roads. We Jiave appointed
about 100 traffic officers, In fact the
whole. Highway Department from
maintenance foreman all the way up
to the assistant commissioner. Some
of these have been very efficient; the
first two weeks aftor this regulation
went Into efTect, one officer in one
county sent In several hundred dol¬
lars worth of applications for licenses
and tags.
The present speed laws are very In¬

adequate, it Is impossible to enforce
thorn, there Is hardly an automobillst'

that does not violate them every time
lit* gets on a pie^T- of Improved road.
The limit on straight stretches should
he raised to thirty miles an hour,
then we could enforce It.
The commission would like to see

the State system adequately marked
with dangvr signals ami direction
markers. Sometime ii|ju we contract¬
ed with a firm to orwt Hash signals
on some of the highways. These
work on the Mime principle as the
acetylene buoy, a light Hashes every
second or two, and is verx catching,
especially at night. Th^ie signals
are erected without cost to the State,
the firm erecting them have the rik>it
to place such advertising matter on

their hase as will lie approved by
the commission. Hut as it will be
Impossible to erect these on all the
roads. 1 am very much in favor of
marking all the .State system with
appropi late markers and all of the
same type.

t 'rider an act the Legislature
past at the last session allowing
counties, cities, towns and corpora¬
tion* or individuals to loan money to
the State, to be r«-turn>-d by the State
without interest, for the construct-
tlon or reconstruction of any section
of the State highway s> stern, we

have signed contracts fo* something
like $l,500.00'i. to be spent by the
commisioner in building certain sec-

yons of the highway system, the
money to be returned as it Is ap¬
propriated by the Legislature, and
would he allocated to that project,
and we have applications for nearly
a.i much more.

The commission has hail several
content* to settle as to the location
of Hit- Statu Highway system. be¬
tween towns named in the act of 1918.
These hearings have always been
held ill the most convenient public
place to the roads In question after
the commission had gone and viewed
the different routes.

Will SuKErat Klnnnclftl I'lnti.
We have had quite a number of

applications to view and recommend
to the next Legislature additions to
the present system. We have not
taken up any of these as yet, but
hope to be jthlc to take that up this
summer and fall, and make such
recommendations to the Legislature
as will round out the system, and
he to the 1,,-st interests of the State.
In this recommendation to the <!ov-
eror, wc also propose to suggest a
financial plan to put the State on a
broad road building program for the
next few years, so we will no longer
feel ashamed of old Virginia's roads
as compared with our sister States.
The State High way Commission asks

the hearty co-operation not only
of the Virginia liood Koads Associa¬
tion. but of every citizen of the State
in this work. We can only construct
these roads so soon as you or your
representatives furnish the means for
their construction.

Keystone Siati- Highway Depart¬
ment Plans to Make Some Itoutls

120 l-Vec Wiilr.
At the instance of the highway de¬

partment of the State, the Pennsyl¬
vania iieiter.il Assembly has enacte 1
legislation giving the department
power to increase the width of im¬
portant thoroughfares where it is
deemed necessary.
Kor two years the department has"been studying tralllc conditions on

highways leading to important mu¬
nicipalities in Pennsylvania, and it
expects eventually to increase 111o
width of many, although little if
any actual work of this kind will
be done Immediately. Width will be
established, however, in much the
same way that munlcipalites estab¬
lish building lines along undeveloped
streets.
The Pennsylvania department hopes

by this procedure to save the enor¬
mous expenditure which necessarily
will be entailed In widening arterial
roadways after improvements have
been completed. The department Is
looking ahead fifteen or twenty years,
and expects ultimately to widen a
number of the orterial thoroughfares
to the 120-foot width which the Leg¬
islature has authorized.
Kventually it will be necessary to

build thoroughfares skirting the
larger municipalities and wide enough
to accommodate several streams of
traflic going in each direction.
Within a few years it will be un¬

wise, it Is declared, to send heavy
trans-Pennsylvania tralllc into Phila¬
delphia and Pittsburgh. Inasmuch as
additional traffic will add to the con¬
gestion of the downtown districts.
Consequently, wide roads must he
provided around the cities so traffic
may be accommodated.

niR Iload ProgrniM In Mexico.
The Stale highway commission In

New Mexico has launched a big road-
building program, with six new Fed¬
eral-aid projects, one to cost $46,-
<07.02, a second to cost $65,505.67, a
third $5$.362.87, the fourth $41,624.73,
a fifth $69,844.49, and the sixth $74,-
194.47.

REALLY CM SCHOOLS. :
OKI UPON HIGHWITS!

Min. II. II. M it n ford Points to Hip
Value or <«ood Itoads l«» WollJPH,

Homes and Schools.
That really good schools in the

rural sections <l«>|*on«l upon easy ac¬
cess, an<l pointing out tl»»j value of I
Kouil roads to the women to the
homes. anil to community life. Mrs.
It. II.* Munford addressed the Virginia
(iooil Itoads Association at a ban¬
quet in Itoanoke last January, upon
the subject. "The Woman's I'oint of
View an to 'he Highways." In part.
Mrs. Milnford said:
"WOien Mr. Coleman <ii<l me the

honor to ask me to say a few words
at the hamiuet this evening. 1 asked
him what lie wanted me to talk
aliout. lie replied. 'What we want
Is the woman's point of view.' 'i'oint
of view about what.' I said. 'Man or
roads?" Now. we women cannot help
hut he Impressed by the very rapid
growth in Interest on the part of
men's organizations in the woman's
P«>int of view. We have long been
accustomed to your Interest in our
point of view with reference to the
individual man, but now our views
are sought on man in general, ami*
the various problems of Stale and
nation upon whose wise Solution his
welfare and happiness seem to de¬
pend. If I were called upon to give
in a nutshell what seems most char¬
acteristic of the woman's point of
view, I should say that her point of
View, whether of a man or a road, is
a very niiman . point of view. Some
of our Virginia men have been
troubled lest this new means just
granted us of registering; our point'
of view deprive us of this human
thing. If there be such present. I
want to reassure 'them and to tell
them not to worry.we couldn't lose
it If we would, and we wouldn't lose
it If we could!
Women Clone lo Sourer* of I.lfe.
"Women are closer to the sources

of life than men, our contact''with
young children and our position as1
makers of the home all lend to make
the human aspect of every subject the
one that most quickly stirs our
imagination and arrests most vividly
our imprest. And this brings me ti>
the topi«* which General Vaughan
wrote me a few days since was to be
my subject this evening. 'Hood Roads
and the Home.' Some one has said,
'We must see everything in terms of
human beings'; we cannot be content
to see any work as an end in Itself,
we must needs see ii in terms of the
men, women and children for whose
sake the work exists and who alone
give it meaning and a content of
feeling. The approach from the home
will Kive such an outlook upon the
project of good roads. Since woman
is the heart <>f the home. It might
be well to inquire what it is that is
causing increasing restlessness among
our wonfen in the country, so that
they not only acquiesce in a plan, but
iti increasing numbers persuade their
men folk to u<> to the city. Is not'
this dissatisfaction largely due to the
Isolation and drudgery of their lives,
and because the schools, the healtli
conditions and the oppottunities for
wholesome recreation in the country
are often not such as to meet what
they think necessary for their chil¬
dren's welfare?

I"I ni'i-il not rlwcll upon the truth
that really good schools will never
he possible until sufficientty l>ii'K<'
numbers of children liviiiK over a
measurably wide ari'ii are able to at-
leiul them without undue loss of time,
fatigue and exposure to weather, and
that proper health conditions depend
upon the ability of the county health
ollieer. the country doctor and the
public lo-alth nurse to move about
freely and with dispatch. 1 heard re¬
cently of n county health ollieer in
one of the prosperous and beautiful
sections of the State who had tem¬
porarily stopped his health work and
was KivinK all his time to the work
-for good roads, feeling that in so
doing he could best contribute to
bettering health conditions. Social
life and community recreation depend
also upon the opportunity to come and
go with measurable comfort and con¬
venience. And thus we are forced to
admit that a thoroughly satisfying
home life is not possible in many
sections of rural Virginia.
CuimI Homlx Important to City Women.

"t'.ood roads are important also to
the home of the city woman. What
would it not mean if we might have
such roads as would enable farmers
to bring from a considerable dis¬
tance their produce in auto trucks to
our doors, thus assuring them bet¬
ter prices and we as consumers lower
figures in cost? Such a plan1 would
also reduce (certainly In our cities
of medium size) the risk of a milk
or fooil famine in the event of any
temporary breakdown in our trans¬
portation system.
"A wise m;tn wrote, 'The measure

of a civilization is its ability to create
and foster human and spiritual con¬
tacts.' The single home can never
produce such a civilization. If such
a type of society is to corno to pass,
we must have as Its basis such roads
as will permit the people in these
home to at least get together and
know each other. Somehow the idea
of an adequate system of roads takes
on thu pictorial form of a page In

i>ur .school physiology. wlicri1 the
lluure of si man i h print eft and Ills
urterial system outlined In red ink.
First. the I*Ik trunk arteries anil then
llic liny l>loo<l vessels running to the
very linger tips. relating every por¬
tion of the body to every other, and
carrying In the blood new life to the
farthest extremity. Hut such a pic¬
ture of Virginia roads would sug¬
gest that arterio schlerosis had set
III, not even as a disease of old a«e.
but attacking us In our early youth.
A V. \V. C. A. worker said recently
in a conference. 'We need both a
vision and a program ... If we have
only a vision, then we are visionaries;
If we have only a program we are
mechaniCM, but with a vision and a
program we are conquerors.*
"With thi vision in our heart* of a

complete life for the men, women
and little children, and such a pro¬
gram as has been developed by our
State Highway Department and this
association, should we not expect to
comiuor Virginia for the good roads
movement?
"Some twenty years ago a fresh

and insistent impulse was abroad in
Virginia for the more rapid rebuild¬
ing of this old Commonwealth. in
these twenty years we have marvel¬
lously prospered in influence and'in¬
dustry. That movement was manifest
at llrnt most markedly in the de¬
velopment of our educational system.Then followed the creation of our De¬
partment of Health, with sill that has
meant in th< saving In life and suffer¬
ing, and later the Highway Depart¬
ment and the growing interest in, ami
conviction of the necessity for good
roads. As we think of this old Statrt
of ours as she relate* hereslf to in¬
dustry. to schools, to health and bet¬
ter roads, may I suggest the toast
taken from the work of one of out-
Virginia authors, Mr. James ItranchCabell:

" 'To this New South.Kor to her all
former glories are less a Jewel thsin
a touchstone, and with her portionof it dally she appraises her own do¬
ing. and without vain speech. Andher high past she values now In chief
as lit foundsttion of that edillce
whereon she labors day by day and
with augmenting strokes.'
"Hecausc this toast is Kiven under

conditions less onerous, perhaps, to
us than to the gentlemen, may we not
make it a spiritual toast in which
we pledge ourselves anew in all our
work, to make it worthy of the men
metit have made Virginia great!"

ACCIDENTS IN MARYLAND
ON THE STRAIGHT ROADS

Contrary to general belief, more no
eldentx occur on straight highway¦«<t?etches than at curves or road In¬
tersections. according to Harry D.Williar, assistant chief engineer of
the Maryland State Koads Commis¬
sion. During tin- past two months
.Mr. Williar has hecn ki'C|iiiiK a rec-
oid of highway accidents In his State,and he says that a majority of tins
accident.^ arc dut to speeding. failing
to give right of way and had driv-
IngA Sixteen accidents occurred on
the Haltlmoro-Frcderick Highway,the strnightest ami perhaps tlie most
widely used road in Maryland, and
four of them were fatal. "It stoma
to he the weakness of a motorist."
said Mr. Williar. .'"to hit her up" on[a straight stretch of roadway. (in
roads where there are curves there
is a disposition to he more eare-
ful."
Sixty-seven accidents occurred on

Maryland highways during the pasttwo months, fourteen persons helugkilled and thirty-three injured. ".Mr.
Williar attributes the causes to faultydriving, violations of the law, fail¬
ure to liteil warnings, speeding, driv¬
ing 011 the wrong side of the road
and attempts to pass other cars or
trucks. Mr. Williar's investigations,
as have many others, refutes the
oft-repealed contention that most ac¬
cidents on smooth, hard-surfaceroads are due to skidding.

$7,366,314.20 SPENT IN
TEXAS FOR 1,106.1 MILES

According to a tabulated statementby the Texas State Highway Oepnrt-
ment 130 new road projects have been
completed involving 1.106.1 miles at a
ti.tal cost of $7,3i!6.31 4.20, on which
51.312,258.S3 State aid and $1,791,-
335.11 Federal aid was paid. Of these
roads 32.4 miles were paved with con¬
crete, 142.5 miles with bituminous
materials and G07 miles with gravel.
There are now under construction |!»2
projects involving 2.300.8 miles at a
total cost of $2ti.1155.348.03. and upon
which sums of $9,260,986.09 as Fed¬
eral aid and $2,296,217.61 ns State
aid have been granted.
Of these projects, 83.7 miles are

paved with concrete and 421 .miles
with bituminous materials. Seventeen
other projects totaling 144.2 miles are
not yet under contract. Ten addi¬
tional contemplated projects are not
yet approved, while sixty-five more
have been approved for Federal aid
to the extent of $2,697,078.84, and
State aid to the amount of $l.20S,«
740.52.

Motor Vehicle* In Holland.
Holland has 10.000 motor vehicle*,

or only one car to every 700 inhabi¬
tants. The United States has 10,000.-
000 r.-ptor cars, trucks and motor-
eyelet, or on* to e^ry eleven inhabi¬
tants. ,

_ .


